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The Environmental Protection Commission of the Department of Natural Resources,
is pleased to submit this Iowa Groundwater Protection Strategy - 19287 to the
General Assembly as required by the 1985 Acts of the General Assembly, Chapter
7. Section 3.
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FOREWORD

During the past several years lowans have become increasingly concerned about
Iowa's groundwater resources, Underground storage tanks, landfills, fertiliz-
ers and pesticides, and the present and past management of hazardous substances
are all viewed as threats to the groundwater resources of the state. Iowans'
concern for groundwater contamination is widespread and is based on the know-
ledge that groundwater is vital to their lives., Iowans recognize the problem
and are demanding action, Significantly, they acknowledge their role in the
problem and their responsibility to participate in the solutions.

In the face of increasing evidénce of groundwater degradation, the Environmental
Protection Commission is submitting the Iowa Groundwater Protection Strategy
1987 to the General Assembly. The Strategy contains twenty-seven recommenda-
tions that may be implemented over the next ten years. State and tocal agen-
cies should begin at once to build upon the current level of interest and make
a strong commitment to the ideas contained in this Strategy. Adequate long-term
funding must be developed to assure implementation. The time is right to take
bold steps in a direction for p011c1es and programs that will protect Iowa's
groundwater resources,

The Environmental Protection Commission has attempted to incorporate a reason-
able approach to protection of the resource while allowing for activities that
make use of best management practices and best available technologies to mini-
mize environmental impacts. Further, the Strategy attempts to build an infor-
mation base so that current practices can be improved upon and so that we can
be assured of better resource protection. When viewed as a whole, the Strategy
recognizes that the very presence of human activities has impacts upon the en-
vironment and the quality of groundwater. It also recognizes that we can do
more to protect water quality and that society is demanding that we do more,
The Strategy represents a blend of research, public education, legal sanctions,

incentive programs and common sense. The proposals strike an appropriate ba]-
ance between the needs of society today and the need to preserve and protect a
very important natural resource for future generations,

The Strategy outlines a $230 million program spread through ten years. The
Environmental Protection Commission recommends that $37 million from the 0il
Overcharge Settlement Funds be applied to eligible, high-priority portions of
the Strategy. Additional public and private financial resources should be
jdentified as a part of program implementation., However, the ultimate respon-
sibility for funding the Strategy rests with the State of Iowa.

The Environmental Protection Commission and the lowa Department of Natural Re-
sources share with the Governor, General Assembly, other agencies and the cit-
jzens of this state a common goal of protecting Iowa's groundwater. While no
individual or group may support all of the recommendations of the Strategy, it
is generally agreed that the Strategy is an important first step towards pro-
tecting Iowa's groundwater. The Strategy sets a direction. Each reader is
encouraged to carefully consider how he or she may participate in supporting
policies and programs that may he]p assure groundwater protection. The success
of the Strategy ultimately requires the efforts of private citizens, corpora-
tions and government. We must move forward together,







